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About Centre: 
Centre is both a Think Tank and a Pressure Group. Our role as a pressure group 

involves focusing on certain issues that we feel need attention and promoting 

different causes. We also act as a Think Tank and publish papers exploring different 

subjects in more depth. By doing this we hope to inform the public more on the 

different options available and to generate new policy ideas. Centre is also a 

registered company; its company number is 12406687 and it is registered as 

CENTRETHINKTANKLTD. 

Registered office address: 20-22 Wenlock Road, London, England, N1 7GU 
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Executive summary: 
 

  

 

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would Ban Conversion Therapy for all LGBTQ+ people, 

Relationship and sex education that includes LGBTQ+ issues where 

there is no ability for parents to opt their children out and reform 

the census so that data on the amount of LGBTQ+ people is 

collected. 

 

We will protect the rights of gay people and we will enhance them 

by abolishing the ‘gay blood ban’. 

 

We would enhance transgender rights by ending the spousal veto, 

reforming the GRA to allow self-identification, and ensuring that 

transgender people have fair access to social housing in Northern 

Ireland. 

 

Support local councils and devolved bodies in creating accessibility 

grants as, currently in the UK, there is a lack of LGBT+ venues that are 

fully accessible to those who are disabled. 

 

. 

We support removing gender markers on legal documents. 

We would introduce a scheme similar to Finland’s housing first 

scheme in the UK. Part of the reason for this is that homelessness 

disproportionately affects LGBTQ+ people. 
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Introduction: 
For pride month, we have written this paper looking at improving the lives of 

LGBTQ+ people. This includes changes in areas such as education, legal changes, 

Justice, health, housing and the economy and Jobs. 
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Education: 
 

Relationship and sex education (RSE) that ensures all students learn about LGBTQ+ 
issues. 
RSE in schools must include students learning about the LGBTQ+ community, 
including teaching about different identities, different prejudices that members of the 
community may encounter, different types of sex and promoting awareness of past 
and current LGBTQ+ movements. We are pushing for the rest of the UK to adopt a 
RSE curriculum like Scotland’s, which does all of these things1. As well as this, it does 
not let parents ‘opt-out’ their children from partaking in any part of this curriculum2. 
 

England- The DfE (Department for Education) would need to amend the 
new curriculum so that the above items are also taught. They would also 

need to remove the ‘opt-out’ clause that exists, as it currently allows parents to opt 
their children out of certain parts of the curriculum. If the DfE fails to do this, 
Parliament could instead hold a debate on the subject3. 
 

Wales- At present, there is a new curriculum being drawn up by the Welsh 
Government. They have already confirmed that there will be no ‘opt-out’ 

that parents can use. Due to it currently being drafted, we are pushing for the 
statutory guidance to include the above topics that are within the Scottish 
Curriculum4. 
 

Northern Ireland- We would amend the current curriculum, so it is in line 
with the current Scottish one.5 

 
 

Remove the delay in implementing the new curriculum in England. 
In June 2020, the Government pushed back the requirement for schools to start 
teaching their new LGBT+ inclusive curriculum from September 2020 to the summer 
term of 2021. We are asking for the Department of Education to move this date back 
to September, as this means that an inclusive LGBT+ education is taught sooner. 

 
1 Scottish Government. News. LGBTI education. Published 8th November 2018. URL is 
https://www.gov.scot/news/lgbti-education/ 
2 Brooks, Libby. Scotland to embed LGBTI teaching across curriculum. Published 9th November 2018. URL is 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/nov/09/scotland-first-country-approve-lgbti-school-lessons 
3 Department for Education. Relationships Educations, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health 
Education. Published 25th June 2019. URL is 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/805781/Rel
ationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf 
4 Adams, Richard. The Guardian. Welsh parents lose opt-out for sex, relationship, and religious education. 
Published 21st January 2020. URL is https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/jan/21/sex-relationship-and-
religious-education-to-be-compulsory-in-wales 
5 Department of Education. Relationships and Sexuality Education Guidance. Published 30th October 2019. 
Northern Ireland Curriculum. URL is https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-
asset/Curriculum/Relationships%20and%20Sexuality%20Education%20Guidance%20An%20Update%20for%20P
ost-Primary%20Schools.pdf 

 

https://www.gov.scot/news/lgbti-education/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/nov/09/scotland-first-country-approve-lgbti-school-lessons
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/805781/Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/805781/Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/jan/21/sex-relationship-and-religious-education-to-be-compulsory-in-wales
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/jan/21/sex-relationship-and-religious-education-to-be-compulsory-in-wales
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Curriculum/Relationships%20and%20Sexuality%20Education%20Guidance%20An%20Update%20for%20Post-Primary%20Schools.pdf
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Curriculum/Relationships%20and%20Sexuality%20Education%20Guidance%20An%20Update%20for%20Post-Primary%20Schools.pdf
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/ccea-asset/Curriculum/Relationships%20and%20Sexuality%20Education%20Guidance%20An%20Update%20for%20Post-Primary%20Schools.pdf
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Legal: 
 

Reform the GRA to allow self-identification. 
To be able to change your gender, you need to have lived as your preferred gender 
for 2 years and get a diagnosis of gender dysphoria by 2 different doctors. This is a 
lengthy and difficult process that self-identification would prevent. We are 
advocating for a version of self-identification like Portugal uses, where people are 
allowed to change their gender by making a statutory declaration. In order to achieve 
this, different measures would need to be taken by different bodies depending on 
their jurisdiction due to devolution6. 
 

Scotland- Holyrood would need to either pass a new version of the GRA 
that allows people to self-identify as their preferred gender or amend their 
current version.   

 
England, Wales and NI- Westminster Parliament needs to either pass a 

new version of the GRA that allows people to self-identify or amend the current 
version. 7 
 
Remove gender markers on legal documents.  
Remove gender markers on legal documents. There is currently no non-binary or 
intersex option on legal documents, meaning that often people are forced to identify 
themselves using a gender that they are not. We therefore support removing gender 
markers on legal documents, including passports. Whilst an alternative solution would 
be to use a statutory declaration system where people could choose between male, 
female and an ‘X’ marker, we have concerns about creating a list of people who 
identify as neither male or female. 
 
  

England, Wales, Scotland and NI- Parliament either need to amend 
their current GRA or pass a separate one that removes the gender markers. UK- For 
legal documents that are reserved, like passports, the UK Parliament will need to have 
a vote to ensure gender is removed from legal documents. It should also be noted 
that 62% of people said that the Scottish Government should recognise non-binary 
people8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 Duffy, Nick. Portugal passes law to let trans people self-identify as their legal gender. PinkNews. Published 13th 
April 2018. URL is https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2018/04/13/portugal-passes-law-to-let-trans-people-self-
identify-their-legal-gender/ 
7 Government Equalities Office. LGBT Action Plan. Published July 2018. URL is 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721367/GE
O-LGBT-Action-Plan.pdf 
8 Duncan, Sarah. Circular GR 1/2018. Scottish Government. Published 12th September 2018. URL is 
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540424.pdf 

https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2018/04/13/portugal-passes-law-to-let-trans-people-self-identify-their-legal-gender/
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2018/04/13/portugal-passes-law-to-let-trans-people-self-identify-their-legal-gender/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721367/GEO-LGBT-Action-Plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721367/GEO-LGBT-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540424.pdf
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End the spousal veto. 

Divorce and annulment legislation already exists. Couples should be free to make the 
decision of whether to continue the marriage, yet this should not be tied to one of 
their gender. It is open to abuse and instead leaves the person who is legally changing 
their gender at a huge disadvantage- with them often having to wait a long period of 
time. This has already been abolished in Scotland9.  

England and Wales - The spousal veto is caused by a clause within the 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 201310. This means that Parliament 

either has to amend the act where required.  

NI- The Northern Irish Assembly would need to amend the Marriage (Same 
Sex Couples) Act 2013 where required. 

 
 

Reform the census so that data on the amount of LGBTQ+ people is collected.  
At the moment, we are unaware of how many people are LGBTQ+ in the UK. We 
believe that this data should be collected in our next census, which is in 2021, with 
this already being done in Scotland11. 
 

England and Wales- Parliament would amend the 1920 Census Act so 
that new voluntary questions can be asked. These would include whether 

somebody is transgender and their sexual orientation. 
 

NI- The Northern Irish Assembly would amend the 1920 Census Act so that 
new voluntary questions can be asked. These would include whether 
somebody is transgender and their sexual orientation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9 French, Tom. Comment: Spousal veto amendment is a victory for trans equality in Scotland. PinkNews. Published 
16th January 2014. URL is https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2014/01/16/comment-spousal-veto-amendment-is-a-
victory-for-trans-equality-in-scotland/ 
10 Legislation.gov. Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013. Published July 2013. URL is 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/30/contents/enacted 
11 Scottish government. Census (Amendment)(Scotland) Bill passed. Published 12th June 2019. URL is 
https://news.gov.scot/news/census-amendmentscotland-bill-passed 

https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2014/01/16/comment-spousal-veto-amendment-is-a-victory-for-trans-equality-in-scotland/
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2014/01/16/comment-spousal-veto-amendment-is-a-victory-for-trans-equality-in-scotland/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/30/contents/enacted
https://news.gov.scot/news/census-amendmentscotland-bill-passed
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Healthcare: 
 

Ban Conversion Therapy. 
This has not been done, even though it has been widely condemned, even by 
healthcare professionals. Conversion therapy refers to “any form of treatment or 
psychotherapy which aims to change a person’s sexual orientation or to suppress a 
person’s gender identity.”12 It should be noted that this was written in the 
Conservatives LGBT+ action plan from 201813, yet still hasn’t been implemented. 

 
UK- Parliament needs to pass a bill that outlaws conversion therapy.  
 

 
 
Abolish the ‘gay blood ban’ that stops sexually active gay and bisexual men from 
donating blood. 
Currently, there is a ban that prevents men from donating blood if they have had oral 
or anal sex with another man in the last three months14. We believe that this 
legislation is outdated and discriminatory, hence we advocate for it to be scrapped. 
 

England- Under EVEL, Parliament needs to pass a bill that abolishes the ‘gay 
blood ban’. 

 
Scotland- The Scottish Parliament needs to pass a bill that abolishes the 
‘gay blood ban.’ 

 
Wales- The Senedd Cymru needs to pass a bill that abolishes the ‘gay blood 
ban.’ 
 
NI- The Northern Irish Assembly needs to pass a bill that abolishes the ‘gay 
blood ban.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12 Conversion Therapy. Stonewall. Published 21th June 2020. URL is 
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/campaign-groups/conversion-therapy 
13 Government Equalities Office. LGBT ACTION PLAN. Published July 2018. URL is 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721367/GE
O-LGBT-Action-Plan.pdf Page 2, 
14 NHS blood and transplant. Men who have sex with men. Viewed June 21st 2020. URL is 
https://www.blood.co.uk/who-can-give-blood/men-who-have-sex-with-men/ 

https://www.stonewall.org.uk/campaign-groups/conversion-therapy
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721367/GEO-LGBT-Action-Plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/721367/GEO-LGBT-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.blood.co.uk/who-can-give-blood/men-who-have-sex-with-men/
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The Economy and Jobs: 
To support local councils and devolved bodies in creating accessibility grants.  
Currently in the UK there is a lack of LGBT+ venues that are fully accessible to those 
who are disabled, one example is that there are currently no LGBT+ venues that have 
disability access in central London15. In order to solve this, we are pushing for central 
government and the devolved assemblies to provide grants to local authorities. These 
will be granted to local venues, to ensure that they remain accessible.  
 

England- Central Government would need to issue these grants to local 
authorities, which would be done through the Department of Housing, 
Planning and Local Government. This money would also need to be 

included in the budget that it is passed by Parliament.  
 

Wales- The Welsh Government would need to issue these grants to local 
authorities through the department responsible for housing. This money 
would also need to be included in their budget.  

 
Scotland- The Scottish Government would need to issue these grants to 
local authorities through the department responsible for housing. This 
money would also need to be included in their budget.  

 
NI- The Northern Irish Assembly would need to issue these grants to local 
authorities through the department responsible for housing. This money 
would also need to be included in their budget.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15 Dalgetty, Lee. There are no fully accessible LGBT+ venues in the whole of central London. Gay Times Published 
14th July 2017. URL is  https://www.gaytimes.co.uk/community/79689/no-fully-accessible-lgbt-venues-london/ 

https://www.gaytimes.co.uk/community/79689/no-fully-accessible-lgbt-venues-london/
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Housing: 
 

Ensure that transgender people are able to have fair access to social housing in NI. 
At the moment, transgender people in NI can be refused social housing as 
transphobia is not recognised by the Housing Executive, meaning that transgender 
people are often unable to gain social housing points. 
 
Implement our ‘Housing First’ policy.  
At the moment, it is estimated that 24% of our homeless population is LGBT+ with 
this often being due to their sexuality16. This focuses on getting people a house as 
soon as possible instead of temporary accommodation and would focus on 
supporting homeless people instead. This is done through access to education, 
support workers and addiction therapists. 
 

England- This scheme would need to be voted on by the Westminster 
Parliament under EVEL and would be implemented by the Government 
department that is responsible for housing. 

 
Scotland- This scheme would need to be voted on by the Scottish 
Parliament and would be implemented by the Government department that 
is responsible for housing. 

 
Wales- This scheme would need to be voted on by the Senedd Cymru and 
would be implemented by the Government department that is responsible 
for housing. 

 
NI- This scheme would need to be voted on by the Northern Irish Assembly 
and would be implemented by the Government department that is 
responsible for housing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
16 Ashenden, Amy and Parsons, Vic. 15 rights LGBT people in the UK still don’t have. PinkNews. Published 13th 
June 2019. URL is https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2019/06/13/15-rights-lgbt-uk-still-dont-have-pride/ 

https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2019/06/13/15-rights-lgbt-uk-still-dont-have-pride/
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Justice: 
 

Stop transgender people from being put in the wrong prisons.  
At the moment, if a prisoner hasn’t fully completed the GRA process and obtained a 
GRC (Gender Recognition Certificate), they will be put in the prison that is for the 
gender that they were born as17. This issue would be solved by a GRA reform that 
allowed people to self-identify. How to do this within the UK was stated previously in 
this section. 
 
 
Have accommodation provided for non-binary and intersex people.  
Our proposed GRA reforms would mean that people have the ability to identify as 
being non-binary and be recognised as intersex, with this being a legally recognised 
gender identity. Therefore, our prison system would need to reflect that, with non-
binary and intersex people also being accommodated. 
 

Scotland- The Justice Directorate would need to ensure that 
accommodation for non-binary and intersex is available for prisoners to 
access.  

 
NI- The Department of Justice would need to ensure that accommodation 
for non-binary and intersex is available for prisoners to access.  

 
England and Wales- The Ministry of Justice would need to ensure that 
accommodation is available for all non-binary and intersex prisoners to 

access.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
17 Braidwood, Ella. Trans inmates must be ‘adequately protected’ in jail, say campaigners. PinkNews. Published 
14th February 2019. URL is https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2019/02/11/trans-prisoners-safety-jail/ 

https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2019/02/11/trans-prisoners-safety-jail/
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