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This guide shows how to start a student society, some tips for helping it to grow and 
what your long-term aims should be. 
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Getting a logo for the society: 

The first thing to do is to contact Centre and we will create a logo for your society in 
a range of colours. This can be used on graphics and the social media profiles. 

 

Registering as a society: 

To start up your society the first thing you need to do is to contact your Student 
Union or to check their website for details on how to register a society with them. 
Make sure you have a few people interested as well just in case you need a minimum 
number of people to start a society. The number we would suggest is to have 10 
people who will join up. 

 

Choosing positions within the society: 

The following positions are usually available within a society although make sure to 
check the Student Union rules first: President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, 
Social Secretary, Education and Welfare Officer and Publicity Officer. Aside from 
these roles you may also consider adding a Welsh Officer, Events Secretary and 
Equalities Secretary. Try to fill as many of these roles as possible at the start of the 
year, if necessary, calling by-elections for empty positions where it’s allowed. 

 

Planning the campaigns you would like to run: 

As a society you can run three campaigns on different areas but it’s important to 
choose campaigns with three things in mind: 

• Is there a clear end goal in mind? Otherwise, the campaign may seem too 
general and aimless to get people interested. 

• Is it achievable? This is important as unachievable campaigns won’t attract as 
much attention. It may be helpful to look at what options are open to you such 
as campaigning for local politicians to act or motions at your student union. 

• Can you build support for the issue? It’s always useful to build coalitions of 
different societies when campaigning on issues so make sure there are 
societies that may be interested first. 
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Planning your social media strategy: 

When you start up a society with your Student Union you will normally be given an 
email address. You can use this email address to start up social media accounts on 
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook. We recommend you first start off with Instagram 
as its one of the best ways to engage with a younger audience. After you have this up 
and running, you can then expand to Twitter and Facebook. 

For more information about how to post on social media, make sure to check out our 
style guide and our social media guide. 

 

Getting other people involved: 

Once you have set up your foundations for your society the next step is to grow. We 
suggest: 

• Applying for a stall at fresher’s fair which will allow you to spread the word 
that you are a new society. This can include handing out items such as 
wristbands, keyrings, bookmarks, stickers for your campaigns, sweets if 
approved by your Student Union, bottle openers and badges. You may also 
consider buying a roller banner for behind your stall so people can easily 
identify you with your logo on. 

• Sending people a link to your society if they like or comment on your posts. 
This should include a small explanation of what you are doing at the university, 
how they can get involved with your activities and how they can join your 
society. 

 

Running events: 

Events are a good way to meet up with members of your society and to get others 
involved, these could include: 

• Arrange a bonfire although make sure to check the weather. 
• Apps including Kahoot. 
• Dress as a politician or your subject night. 
• Run a panel event either in person or online. 

If you run an event, make sure to post about it beforehand on social media and to 
post photos of the event afterwards. However, make sure to make it clear before 
taking the photos that they will be used on social media. 
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Long term goals: 

In the long term there are a few goals every university society should aim for, these 
could include: 

• Becoming financially self-sufficient using membership fees. 
• Selling merchandise such as hoodies and tops. 


